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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Dear Members,

2009 proved to be a very
successful year having
almost all our teams
featuring in finals football.
Our first grade team
provided us all with that
great winning feeling taking
out the grand final, and that
success was a culmination of, obviously the
outstanding achievements of the players, but also the
football department, the senior coach and support
networks through the whole club.

The challenges were many, from our lack of recruits
to many injuries to key players which drained our
player resources creating an unenviable task for
Kenny Meredith and Kris Collins coaching our reserve
and third grade sides. It is a true testament to the
management of Garry Davidson and Brendon Read
to have completed the season as successfully as we
did winning the club championship and showing the
rest of the Canberra football community that
Belconnen Football Club is still the premier club in the
district.

The junior strategic group has completed another
successful year steering our junior football clubs in a
positive direction. It is with sadness that we see the
departure of Melanie Brothers. Mel has certainly set
the bar quite high and leaves us in @ much healthier
position with junior development than when she
arrived. We certainly wish her well in all her future
endeavours.

With that in mind, we welcome Nathan Clarke to fill
Mel's role and we are confident he will continue the
great work Mel has done and realise the dream for
many junior Magpies and Cats to play senior football
for the Belconnen Magpies.

The Kippax facilities development continues to be a
work in progress and we are hopeful that this year
(2010) will give us a clear direction to whether we will
eventually play our home games at Kippax. A dream
that many of us are hoping and working for.

Thank you to the whole coaching staff Brendon Read,
Cade Brown, Andrew Smith, Garry Davidson, Ken
Meredith, John Harper, Kris Collins, Jeremy Foster

and Justin O'Dea.

Thank you also to Peter Dunn, Lyall and Cheryl
Camp, Bill Viney, Dave Byatt, lvan Woods, Norm
Simms and Liz Howell. The efforts of these people
are often unnoticed however provide an integral part
to our off field team helping to enhance the winning
culture we are creating at Belconnen Magpies.

Our finances, whilst always a juggling act, are in
pretty good shape showing a reasonable profit for
2009. This is due largely to the departure of some
players and not adding to our list for 2009.

At this point | would like to acknowledge and thank
the sports club for their considerable financial
support, also to our many sponsors who have come
along for the successful ride we have enjoyed this
year and hope you all can join us for another
successful year in 2010.

| would like to say a huge thank you to all our
volunteers—our trainers led by Garry Schmidt, our
managers, runners, statisticians, video operators,
water carriers, time keepers, and all others who have
helped out during the year.

It is with some sadness that | advise you that Paul
Gunn and Norm Simms have decided that 2009
would be their last year in their respective roles. |
thank them for their significant contribution over
many, many years. Their efforts will be sorely
missed.

The volunteer base in our club is diminishing and our
off field endeavours continue to place a lot pressure
on too few people. Different strategies have been
discussed and tried but to no avail. We need more
volunteers to push our club into the next decade of
success so if anyone would be willing to invest some
time we would be very pleased to hear from you.

Thank you to the football club board. It was with
sadness and disappointment that Darren Hooper had
to stand down from his role as club president half way
through 2009 due to work and personal commitments
and we appreciate all his hard work.

The efforts of the board this season were fantastic.
To Treasurer Daryl Read, Secretary Danielle
Baguley, Jo Foster, Katrina Gallway, Sean Egan,
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PRESIDENT’'S REPORT (CONT ...)

Norm Simms, Stuart Dunn and Jason Kidney - your
efforts were very much appreciated and | know that |
can speak on behalf of all the Club in thanking you.

Thank you to our paid staff in General Manager Garry
Davidson, Melanie Brothers and Vicky Galaktidis, as
well as our new employee Ashley Balazic. Many
challenges have been faced and overcome and, as
they will continue, we thank you for your dedicated
resolve to continue to make us the premier club in
Canberra.

To all supporters - thank you for turning out to support
our fantastic club, we need and want your support
next year and thereafter.

Congratulations to all the award winners
and | will see you at the footy in 2010.

Scott Reid.
Acting President
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TREASURER’S REPORT

On behalf of the
board, | am pleased
to present the
Club’s financial
report for the year
ended 30
September 2009. At
the time of writing,
the audit of the
Club's financial
records was not
completed. Therefore, these results are correct at
time of writing, however may change as a result of
the audit.

In 2009 the Club is expected to report a profit in the
range of $40,000 to $50,000. This is a significantly
better result than our budget to break even for the
year. Income for the year was $620,000, down from
a budget of $647,000, and marginally up on 2008.

The Magpies Sports Club grant contributed $466,000
of income and we would not be able to run our 6
senior football sides, as well as fund our junior
development activities in the Belconnen region
without the Sports Club support. I'd like to thank Bob
Garrett, Jon Burrows and the Sports Club board for
their generous support and belief in our organisation.
The remaining $154,000 raised comes from the
ongoing support of our loyal sponsors, functions such

as our golf days and long lunch, various raffles and
player registration fees. I'd like to thank all those
associated with these activities.

The shortfall in income to budget was due to the
cancellation of our race day, loss of sponsors and
sponsorship activities and a shortfall in raffles for the
year. While some of this can be attributed to harder
economic times we need to ensure we are working
hard to cover shortfalls in sponsorship and fund
raising.

Expenditure for the year was $570,000, down
$78,000 from a budget of $648,000, and down from
$616,000 in 2008. From 2008 to 2009 we
experienced a large fransition in our playing group
and the corresponding savings in player payments
accounted for the majority of our budget savings. We
were also able to secure various operational savings
throughout the year as we were aware of revenue
shortfalls.

This trading profit leaves the Club with Net Assets of
$107,049, with cash at the bank of $24,833.

To all volunteers, support staff and BMFC board
members | thank you for your commitment and
support in 2009 and look forward to sharing future
success with you all in 2010

Daryl Read
Treasurer

The figures stated in this report are
correct as at 18 November 2008, but
are dependant on final audited
% figures.
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GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT

Season 2009 proved to be
another year where the
Belconnen Magpies Football
Club further enhanced its
reputation as the leading AFL
Club in Canberra both on and
off the field. A senior
premiership and a strong
financial position in difficult
economic times was the perfect result for 2009.
Senior Coach Brendan Read deserves every
accolade possible after guiding the senior team to
Premiership success.

After an “off-season” where a number of quality
senior players left the club to move home or take up
employment and education opportunities elsewhere
in Australia, together with minimal recruits arriving at
the club, the Grand Final result was a lesson in hard
work and taking opportunities when they arose.

This was especially so with the senior players under
the captaincy of Lexie Bennett and also after five key
players were lost to the team with season ending
injuries in the lead up to the Finals.

Hopefully the young players who achieved
Premiership success in the absence of these injured
players are the legacy that should set up another
Premiership win. Couple this with the improved
quality of players at the U18 level this year and some
exciting times are ahead. John Harper has
established a solid platform for player development at
the U18 level and their Grand Final appearance this
year was a great reward to that group (one more
step in 20107)

Our positive financial result amidst the global financial
crisis reflects the prudence of the Board and the hard
work of the Sponsorship working group headed by
Stuart Dunn. We lost one or two minor sponsors
during the year but were fortunate enough to gain
four new sponsors and our player payment schedule
was greatly reduced in 2009.We greatly value the
contribution our sponsors make to our club and hope
they continue to be part of the club in 2010.

As in 2008, our continued progress in establishing a
‘benchmark’ Junior Development model had been
managed extremely professionally by Melanie

Brothers with some significant program elements
added in 2009. The school vacation program, U16
Development Squad the appointment of a Trainee
Junior Development Officer in Ashley Balazic, a
Youth girls team in Term 4 and the senior match day/
junior team experience at Manuka Oval are examples
of how much we have progressed. Mel will be
leaving us in December to pursue opportunities
overseas and at the next Winter Olympics in
Vancouver. This leaves some 'big shoes to fill!".
Thanks for all your great work Mel .You will be sorely
missed as a great Junior Football Co-Ordinator
colleague and friend.

Aside from the 2009 Senior Premiership the year had
some outstanding junior club team success with the
U12 team in a Grand Final and both the U14 Cats
and U16 team having Grand Final success. Good
long term signs for the Senior club.

The re-development plans for Kippax are progressing
with some significant steps being undertaken to
develop a detailed design and cost schedule for the
project. It is hoped that this is completed over the
next month and will be ready for Government budget
processes in time for the 2010 - 2011 ACT
Government budget.

Following the Grand Final in September a ‘legend’ of
the club retired. Steve Mahar has amassed a record
that will be unsurpassed for quite sometime... if ever.
Steve thank you for your great contribution to this
club. Enjoy your retirement and time with family!.

Support staff and volunteers form the backbone of all
great clubs and our club is no different. For all the
roles they fulfill we do appreciate their input and
sincerely hope they are with us in 2010.

Season 2010 is looming, senior player recruitment is
underway, players are back in fraining and
expectations again are high. Striving for back to back
senior premierships is nothing new for this club and
all involved will use every endeavor to achieve such a
result.

Garry Davidson
General Manager
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JUNIOR FOOTBALL OPERATIONS REPORT

As Junior Football Operations
Coordinator it was pleasing to
see an increase in
participation in AFL across a
number of areas in Season
2009 including; junior football,
school clinics and competition
and Auskick. The introduction
of School Holiday Programs and Development
Squads was well received within the Belconnen
community.

Participation

Belconnen had a successful year in terms of
development within our local schools. After securing
the services of a full time Development Officer
(Ashley Balazic) the club was equipped to deliver
school clinics in over 85% of our areas Primary
Schools. This saw over 4000 students being exposed
to the great game of AFL and to their local junior
clubs. There was an increase in participation from our
schools in competitions conducted by AFL NSW/ACT
within the region. The biggest being a Kinder — year 2
Super Clinic held in September with over 1000
students participating. This clinic showcased the
benefits of AFL football for young school-aged
children. Thank you to our AFL School Ambassadors
and teachers who ensure their students were able to
participate in these AFL activities. Cameron James
and John Love from AFL NSW/ACT were of great
assistance and guidance with school programs and
competitions in 2009.

On the Field

Congratulations to the Belconnen Cats and Magpies
Juniors on their successful season. It was
encouraging to observe our junior clubs
representation in every age group. The U/M2
Belconnen Cats, U/14 Div 1 Belconnen Cats and
Belconnen Magpies U/16 Div 1 all played in Grand
Finals. This was a reward for those junior committees
who play an integral part in the growth of junior
football and assist always in the smooth running of
their junior clubs.

Strategy

The Junior Football Strategic Planning Group worked
tirelessly throughout the season, meeting monthly to
discuss the strategic direction of junior development
in  Belconnen. The re-introduction of an U/16

Development Squad Program was a success with our
U6 players given the opportunity to play against an
Eastlake U/16 Development Team. Belconnen are
looking forward to extending this program further in
2010 including a visit from a Victorian AFL Club.

Development

Once again the junior clubs conducted successful
Auskick centres throughout the football season with
numbers increasing from last year. It's a great
spectacle to see 50 plus children running around with
their Mum'’s and Dad's having a kick of the footy and
generally enjoying their AFL experience. Term 4
Auskick sessions were successful giving many
children the opportunity to experience AFL for the first
time. It is expected participants will join Belconnen for
the 2010 junior season. It all begins at this young age
and it's important to ensure the children enjoy their
first experience of AFL at their junior club. | hope |
have been able to contribute to this.

2009 saw the introduction of a School Holiday
Program. In conjunction with Wests Magpies
Basketball Club Belconnen offered a 3 day School
Holiday AFL & Basketball Clinic. This was well
received with over 50 children participating each day.
Basketball and AFL have similarities in terms of skill
and ability required to play either game and the club
looks forward to continuing this partnership and
offering further programs in 2010.

Senior Club Involvement

The senior and junior clubs strengthened their
relationship this season. Thank you to Senior Coach
Brendan Read, Captain Lexie Bennett and all the
senior players who gave up their time to assist with
junior training and games and various junior
development activities throughout the year. It is
important for juniors to be able to see what it's like to
be a senior ‘Magpie' for the day. These young juniors
enjoy the time spent with the seniors on game days.
It's important for the juniors to have the opportunity to
meet the senior players and have positive role
models they can aspire to. Likewise it was positive to
see the junior players supporting the seniors on
Grand Final Day which was reciprocated by the
seniors with their presence at junior finals. | believe
this shows a positive link between the 3 clubs and is
one of the many factors that make Belconnen
Magpies such a highly professional and respected
AFL Club within Canberra.
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JUNIOR FOOTBALL OPERATIONS REPORT

Thank you and Acknowledgements

My thanks to all parents' players and members who
assisted me throughout 2009. It is not possible to name
everyone individually however | would like to record the
following;

e A special thanks to John Harper who worked closely
with the Junior Coaches again this year in his role as
Coaching Coordinator. Many coaches are new parents
who are willing to give up their time to ensure the children
can have a kick. It's important that we keep fostering
these coaches and supporting them to ensure children
continue to have the opportunity to play footy each week.
e My thanks to all Junior Coaches and Managers for
your efforts throughout the season.

e Thank you to the Junior Presidents, Glenn
O'Sulivan and Greg Cassimatis and their Junior
Committees who | have worked closely with over the
previous two years. It has been very rewarding to see the
work we completed on and off the field help grow both
junior clubs.

e Thank you to the members of the Junior Football
Strategic Planning Group for your commitment to junior
development within the Belconnen area. | know you will
ensure the work we have begun continues to grow AFL
within our region.

e Thank you Darren Hopper and Scott Reid for giving
me the opportunity to become involved in the senior club
and share in the success of season 2009.

e Thanks to Vickie, Ash, Ray, Sandy and Jon who
have made the office an enjoyable place to work

And finally a special thanks to Garry Davidson with
whom | have worked closely with for 2 years. Your as-
sistance and guidance has given me an understanding
of how a professional football club operates and given
me the knowledge and skills to further develop my ca-
reer.

Unfortunately my time at Belconnen is coming to a
close. At the time of writing this report | am preparing to
travel overseas. Thank you for the opportunity to be
involved in the Junior Clubs and Senior club and for
welcoming me into the Belconnen Football community
and making my time here so enjoyable.

| wish the Belconnen Cats, Magpies Juniors and the
Senior Club all the best in Season 2010 and | hope to
hear that Belconnen are the 2010 Premiers and | cer-
tainly hope to see in the not too distant future some of
our junior members playing in the Belconnen senior
team as this is what junior football is all about.

| believe with increased participation, success will fol-
low.

Melanie Brothers
Junior Football Operations Coordinator
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SENIOR GRADE REPORT

| am writing this Annual Report
message prior to the Grand
Final as | don't feel that the
result this weekend is
necessary for me to evaluate
our season.

No matter what happens, | am
comfortable and confident in
the fact that we have manoeuvred ourselves from
what was an extremely difficult situation into a
position of strength. For our club to win a Club
Championship and to have the Firsts, Reserves and
Under 18's all finish first or second on the ladder at
the end of the home and away season is something
that was a pipe dream this time last year.

We have trained with a higher level of intensity than
ever before seen at the Belconnen Magpies Football
Club and | believe that this reason alone has seen the
dramatic improvement in our younger players. They
are fit, confident, skilful young men who represent our
club for the right reasons. | am very proud of

them. we had improvement throughout our club, with
all teams in lower grades helping and assisting in the
development of players to play at the highest level in
our comp.

Lower grade players like Dom Bunyan, Mick Coate
trained hard and improved significantly.

The improvement from our reserve graders of 08 like
McDevitt, Talsma, Joyce, Viney who already had the
work ethic but not the belief to compete at 15t grade
level.

And also under 18's like Stephen Coate, who came
out of his skin during the year and will be a huge
influence on this club in years to come..

Now the sign of greatness is longevity and | hope you
can sustain this level over an extended period of
years.

We were also able to add some new players to our
group that enhanced our skill-set and brought a
different dimension to the club. Craig Eckersley was
committed early in October and spent two mornings a
week swimming with Chris York and John Gregory.
Craig played in his first win in 50 odd games this year
- in what was also my first win as senior coach. | am
proud of Craig and | hope he does himself justice and
gets fit enough to play in 2010. Rhys McAlister came

to the club after fraining at Ainslie at the start of the
year. His preparation and commitment to his new
team mates has been great. He is worth meeting, so
if you have the chance, go out of your way to
introduce yourself - he could be anything at our club
in the future. And finally, Daniel Quee showed that
with hard work comes reward. The fitter he got, the
better he played.

| am lucky as coach to have some great older players
to assist me. Mahary, you have been the best | could
ask for in a mate and a player. Nothing was a hassle -
you have played through pain and showed class that
no one has ever shown in this competition. | am very
proud to have a friend like you. Brock, Raadtsy and
Snake have probably found it difficult to listen to my
message at times. | have mentioned that it's not easy
to coach players you played with and | thank them for
being understanding of my deficiencies.

Well have been blessed with work colleagues
(managers) like Peter Dunn, Lyall and Cheryl Camp.
For all the time and effort you have put into looking
after the boys, | know they really appreciate it. To
Gary Schmidt and the trainers, thanks for looking
after the players. Your hours and hours of work are
so valuable to the club that words won't and can't
express how special you are.

Scott Smith, Brad Hiskins, Shane Brown (physio) and
Wilson Lo, thank you for your help - you have greatly
improved the level of communication with injured
players and | think this will take another step forward
in 2010. Thanks also to Mel Brothers for booking the
AIS recovery facility when it was required.

To Hoops, | know it's been a tough little while and |
thank you for believing in me and appointing me as a
coach. To the Committee, who have also had a
turbulent year, thank you for supporting football,
footballers, and myself,

To the Match Committee of Garry Davidson, Rod
Cowie, Andrew Smith and Kenny Meredith - | think
we improved so much over the year. | had never
previously coached a game from the box, and to have
support like I've been given has been inspiring to me.
Garry in particular, to make yourself available when
required has been great.
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SENIOR GRADE REPORT (CONT...)

Thank you to Ben Mockler for fronting up in the cold
across Canberra to take the statistics was
unbelievable. You do a fantastic job for me and you
help Vicki immensely.

Thanks Vicky for helping me with the video at home,
understanding my passion for this place, and
providing love and a warm pillow when | am late.

Kenny Meredith had one of the most difficult jobs all
year in coaching the Reserves. | know it was tough
on you mate, but thank you for assisting me. | know
that with my busy work life | wasn't always there to
help you when you needed it, but | think you did really
well and emotionally engaged the players - which is
what a young group needs.

To my runners Daryl Read, Tony Stubbs and Scott
Smith - thanks boys. | appreciate it's not easy being
yelled at for aimost three hours and then going home
to the missus. Lauren Love and Ryan Winefield, who
assisted nearly all year with water - thank you!

To Cade Brown, who has assisted me by "coaching
the coach”, | thank you for the countless phone calls,
numerous coffees and breakfast meetings. You
taught me that | am not coaching 22 Brendan Reads
and to believe in myself. Sonia must question what
you have got yourself in for when she thinks of 2009,
but hopefully you will take just as much from the
Belconnen Magpies and understand why we are an
amazing club.

To finish by writing this now is not arrogant, or
ignorant - but | am confident that we have a group of
motivated people who want to make their own mark
on the history of the Belconnen Magpies Football
Club. | believe that we will win... | pray | am right.

Brendan Reid
Senior Coach

Postscript : We did!!

Chris McDevitt in action
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RESERVE GRADE REPORT

Ken Meredith returned to the club to take on the
Reserves coaching role in what was always going to
be a challenging year given the young group would
be missing “old hands” such as Justin Lalor, Robbie
Phillips, Andrew Smith and Brendan Read as
steadying influences.

The team started the year playing some spirited and
committed team footy that realized some strong wins
and the confidence of the group was up. Then
inexplicably the losses started to mount and with
injuries in the senior line up the Reserves team

was greatly affected. This was exacerbated with
injuries to some quality Reserves also.

Toward the end of the year the belief in the teams
ability to win seemed to have evaporated and the win/
loss ratio was 7 wins 6 losses and 1 draw. The
young team fought valiantly in both finals but eventful
Reserves Premiers Queanbeyan were too strong in
the Second Semi and Eastlake were too good on
Preliminary Final Day.

Congratulations to Best and Fairest winner Scott
Henning whose leadership skills certainly helped the
younger players in tough games.

Runner Up, Ben Turnbull had a real ‘break-out’ year
showing his hard work is paying off and Senior footy
in 2010 is not beyond him. New players such as
Justin Hodder and George Chisholm both had solid
seasons and regular Senior football in 2010 should
be a goal for them.

In closing the club is extremely grateful to the untiring
work of the volunteers who worked with the team and
we thank them sincerely.

Bill Viney as team manager, Cathey Kelly as trainer,
Peter Dunn property, water girls Wendy Read and
Kate Porter-Smith and both Cheryl and Lyall Camp
who helped set up match day for both Seniors and
Reserves and Paul Gunn as timekeeper who will be
very hard to replace in 2010.

Garry Davidson
General Manager
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UNDER 18S REPORT

The Magpies' u18s have had
a very successful 2009
football season, finishing the
home and away program with
10 wins , 8 loses and
securing 2" place on the
ladder. Throughout the
season we played a total of
32 players, more than half can play again in 2010 as
top age players. The boys started training in early
February and have continued strongly throughout the
season. The season didn't start as planned after
losing the first 3 games. A number of injuries to key
players, representative duties, college and university
commitments, plus the transition for some of our
younger players into the senior football program,
were a factor in our slow start to the season.

A number of our players had outstanding seasons, in
particular Joss Whitford our Best & Fairest winner.
Michael Handscome, Cameron Burdett, Brady Daw,
Evan Brodie-Read, James Kenna, Kieran Ferns and
Dean Fair have all had strong seasons.

It was great to see some of our U16s play in the U18s
this year. Jordan Harper and Nick Collins in particular
have made a great start to their senior careers. Nick
Collins was also successful at gaining selection into
the State NSW/ACT Rams U16 program. We had a
number of top age players (Evan Brodie-Read, Brady
Daw, Dean Fair, Tom Madsen and Jackson Maloney)
play some reserves football at various times
throughout the year. All potentially could be senior
players for the Belconnen Football
Club in years to come. Stephen
Meikle performances in front of goals
during the season were exceptional
(39 goals). He is a player to watch
for the future at the Belconnen
Football Club.

Probably the biggest highlight this
season was getting into the grand
final; unfortunately we went down to
a very strong Marist side on the day.
The boys learnt a lot from the
experience and will be better
footballers for it. Also Joss Whitford
winning the league B& F was an
outstanding achievement.

A special thank you must be made to the parents for
coming along to watch their sons play football on
those cold and fresh mornings throughout the
season. Also a big thank you to Colleen Harper for
her excellent video taping of all games, Dave Byatt
for being a great manager, Shaun Mitchell and Barry
Collins for doing a great job of being runners every
week, John Hamilton for helping do stats on game
day. Our trainer Sam, who iced, strapped and
patched all the players during the season.

A big thank you goes to Scott Reid (The Pie Man) for
his assistance on game days and at training. Scott
has shown great faith in my coaching and the
development of the younger players entering the
senior club. | have appreciated his thoughts and
advice on how the u18 players of the future will
develop and grow at the Belconnen Football Club.

Lastly | would like to thank all the players for their
efforts, commitments and loyalty throughout the
season. No doubt the journey has had its lows and
highs. | believe we have learnt a lot about each other
and our selves as individuals, the playing group have
worked extremely hard throughout the season and
had some fun times on the journey.

| am proud and honoured to have coached this fine
group of young men in season 2009.

Cheers —Harps
John Harper
Under 18s Coach

12
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DIVISION 3 REPORT

This year has been one of the
toughest years our third
division side has faced for a
number of years. We started
pre season on January 4 with
roughly 20 faces ready to sweat
it out in the heat to avenge last
- years grand final loss, however
due to injuries, retirements and our stronger players
being encouraged to push for selection in higher
grades we were unable to represent the club in the
finals. While not proceeding as far as the previous
years | couldn't be happier with the effort showed by
most of the players over the whole year. As can be
the case with the lower grades of football, at no stage
through the year did we play with the same side two
weeks in a row and in the end we had 63 players
represent third division in at least one game.

Despite a fairly solid pre season which included a trip
to Jindera for a pre season game, the team was
never really able to reach the heights that most
people would have expected, . When we were good
we were very good, being able to kick 7 goals straight
in the first quarter against ANU, who would go
through the majority of the year undefeated, but we
just weren't able to keep that intensity and
commitment going for 4 quarters. We were however
able to help develop players for the higher grades as
well as fourth grade with 11 reserve and first grade
players coming back to play a game in the threes at
one time or another. Hopefully with a tough year
behind us we will be able to learn from our mistakes
and come out and really give the flag a crack in
2010. | can't wait and hopefully all the boys who
pulled on the jumper are keen to make amends.

Firstly, thankyou to Jeremy Foster for once again
running the bench throughout the year. Without him,
playing and coaching would not have been possible.
He did a great job with fours throughout the year and
then for him to help us on the sidelines was much
appreciated. Thankyou to also to Ivan Woods -
having all the equipment ready, jumpers for the
players, shorts, socks, drinks etc wouldn't be an easy
job, but Ivan always seemed to have it all there ready
to go, not only for us but for the fourth grade as well.
Ivan you are a machine and | don't know how you do
it but hopefully you will be able to continue helping us
out because we'd be lost without you.

To all the training staff, especially Sara and Jo,

thankyou for all your help during the year. Your help
through the year doesn’t go unnoticed, without your
help many of our players would not have been able to
play as many games as they did this year, and while
some of us don't seem to listen or do what we are
told it would be a lot tougher without you guys.

As | said last year to our runner for the year Dicko,
what can | say? For a guy who once again knew he
wasn't going to play all year because of injury, he was
the first guy to training and the last to leave as well as
the first to the games, he attended more training
session than everyone and never complained about
doing anything usually being the first to put his hand
up if something needed to be done. This year he took
on the role as the fourth grade runner as well, running
two games just about every weekend wouldn't be
easy and for a guys who has now only been involved
with the club for two years it's a massive effort.

A big thankyou to Mark Braybrook who captained the
side this year. The amount of work you put in to help
me and the entire group from day one was huge.
Although you have had your troubles throughout the
years at the club, the leadership and commitment you
showed this year was outstanding.

Thankyou to Brendan Read and the senior coaching
group for allowing me to be involved with the club at
the senior level. The experiences | have had this year
have taught me a lot and helped my development.
Everyone was always willing to help and give advice
whenever | needed it which made things easier.

Thankyou to Sara - you became a trainer so that you
could see me during the season and it has only
developed you passion for the game (mainly a further
passion for Brett Kirk), and created other interests for
you. | am really happy that you enjoyed your year and
| hope we have found another life long Magpies
supporter. Thankyou for your understanding about
the fact that | was always home late from fraining,
leaving for games early or down the club with the
boys. In a tough year you were always there for
support and to try and convince me that not
everything is about footy. I'm still not sold on that,
you might have to keep trying to convince me!

Kris Collins
Canberra District Coach

Belconnen Magpies Football Club—Annual Report 2009
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DIVISION 3 ... IN ACTION

Dale Anderson lets fly

Heath Axelby on the march
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DIVISION 4 REPORT

Season 2009 was an interest-
ing year for 4" grade. We
started off the season very
well, but once again we lost a
stack of players to injury and
higher grades which is the
way footy sometimes goes.

A month into the season we had called upon 40 play-
ers to play in our team. At the start of the finals we
had used around 60 players including myself due to
being so short in some games. However even
though we had utilised so many players everyone
who pulled on the jumper did it with pride and worked
well together and as a result we finished third overall.
It was a great result for my first year of coaching.

We played ANU in the first final and went down by 25
points. Even though we lost , | could not fault the way
the team played and put their bodies on the line. ANU
were just a better side on the day.

There are a few people I'd like to thank for this sea-
son; thank you to the Club for giving me the chance
to coach this year. Thank you to Glenn Horsburgh for
helping me out on the sideline - your input was valu-
able. Thank you to my captain Stuart Dunn, without
your leadership | don't think we would have achieved
what we did. Your support and input was great.

Thank you to all trainers that helped ensure the boys
were able to take the field and were looked after so
well, the players and | really appreciated all your
assistance.

A huge thank you to lvan Woods and Norm Sims for
all your help and assistance in managing and ensur-
ing our home games always ran smoothly. You both
have helped me a great deal and | could not have got
through this year with out your help. Thank you to all
who have helped me out this year from being my
water runners to assisting me in completing reports
and the administrative side of the team, you have all
been great.

Last but not least thank you to my wife Jo, you have
been great this year and being the trainer and helping
me out with everything, thank you for your assistance
and input, it was great.

There have been a few highlights on and off the field

during the year:
L] Shane Lees winning the best and
fairest;

[ ] Jeremy Walker receiving runner up and play-
ing every game in the season;

2 perennial fullback Stuart Dunn spending half a
game up forward in his 100th, having seven
shots on goal and still not managing to jag
one;

w Dan and Skip joining the 100 club

Allin all it has been a very enjoyable year and we
were able to provide a great number of players with
an opportunity to have a kick or two this year.

| look forward to seeing as many of you back next
year to go at least one step further next year making
it into the Grand Final.

Jeremy Foster
4th Grade Coach

Belconnen Magpies Football Club—Annual Report 2009
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WOMEN’S GRADE REPORT

Overall the season was quite
successful. There was a
noticeable improvement in the
skills of the players over the
season with the games
becoming much more
competitive over time. Morale
remained high all year with 36 people attending the
post season dinner. The women's team finished the
home and away season in 5th place in an 8 team
competition, which was the same the 2008, however
in 2009, the team had 7 wins and 7 losses. We
missed out on 4th place on percentage. The final
series was a final 8 with 5th playing 8th. We won this
game against ADFA easily. In the second week of the
finals we played Riverina (4th) and were beaten
easily to finish our season.

The top 3 sides (Ainslie, Eastlake and Tuggeranong)
beat us in both rounds but our performance in the
second half of the season was substantially better
than the first. In the first round we lost to Eastlake by
84 points, Ainslie by 104 points and Tuggeranong by
70 paints. In the second round we lost to Eastlake by
24 points, Ainslie by 23 points and Tuggeranong by
36 points. These results showed a steady
improvement over the season. We beat Riverina for
the first time in at least 5 years in round 3. This was
the highlight of the year as we were 14 points down at
3/4 time and went on to win by 5 points. In the second
round we were beaten by Riverina by 9 points in
Wagga. The game was played in wet and muddy
conditions. We didn't take advantage of our
opportunities in a disappointing game. Apart from the
Riverina game all our wins were largely one sided.
The closest any team came to us was 23 points.

In total 34 players were used in games throughout the
season. Only 19 players were available for the first
game against Eastlake. In the following week 3
players joined the team and several players returned
which meant we weren't short of players until mid way
through the second round. During the round 13 game
we lost 2 key players for the season with injury - one
with a broken collar bone and one with a broken
finger. In the second semi final against Riverina we
only had 22 players to pick from - several of whom
were sick or playing injured.

Of the 34 players who played games 13 were first
year players, much higher than in previous years. For
most matches the team was evenly split between first

year players and experienced players. There was a
steep learning curve for the first year players and it
was only in the second half of the season that they
started to make an impact in games. Losing
experienced players is a perennial problem in the
women's competition if a team hasn't had success in
previous years. With the introduction of a youth girls
competition there should now be a pathway for young
players to add depth to women's teams, even though
Belconnen doesn't have a youth girls team yet.

Training attendance varied during the year. Prior to
the season the highest attendance was 16. The best
month for attendance was May after the new players
arrived when we regularly had 20 players at training.
As injuries took their toll on the team attendance fell
dramatically. In August as finals approached the
highest attendance was 15 and the lowest 10. This
showed that if players were worried about their place
in the team they would come to training but if they
knew their place was safe they would occasionally
skip training no matter how much they were
encouraged. A core group of 8 players attending over
90% of training sessions. This group were predictably
the best players in the team.

The season got off to a good start with practice
games in Sydney against Sydney University and St
George. These were both close games and both
clubs were keen to play Belconnen again next year.
The pre season carnival in early April was good for
the new players although we lost a player for the
season with a broken wrist.

Overall the competition was well organised although
we had games on Saturday and Sunday. Some
players had work commitments on Sunday and the
team never performed as well as a result. The
Belconnen trainers were brilliant as always. Special
thanks to Jo Foster for travelling with the team to
Sydney and Riverina. Thanks to Jeremy Foster who
drove the team bus to Riverina. Liz Howell did a great
job as Manager. Injured players were happy to help
out on game day in various roles. Norm Sims
deserves thanks as he filled various roles on game
day as well as being first there and last to leave
opening and closing the ovals for home games. The
Belconnen football department provided excellent
support as well.

Justin O'Dea
Women's Coach
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MAGPIES JUNIORS’ REPORT

The 2009 season proved
to be another highly
successful  one  for
Magpies Juniors with the
Club fielding teams across
the age groups with
multiple sides at the Under
8 level and 3 combined
sides with the Belconnen
Juniors at the Under 16
level. As a Club we set a number of goals at the
beginning of the season; primarily our objective was
to increase player participation levels and to provide a
development path for all junior players within the
Club. These goals were achieved through the hard
work and dedicaton of Committee members,
coaching staff and the Junior Strategic Committee to
monitor the transition of junior players from both
junior clubs to the senior ranks. This has proven
successful again this season by the on field
performance of the 16's group with 2 of the 3 sides
making the finals in their respective divisions with the
16's division 1 side winning the Grand Final.

Player retention from 2008 exceeded numbers from
previous years and this is reflected statistically by the
number of Magpies Junior players reaching 50, 100
and higher game milestones during 2009. This was
accomplished by giving all players the opportunity to
compete in a safe and friendly environment and by
providing numerous off-field activities designed to
instil Club spirit, camaraderie and mateship across all
age groups.

Auskick Rookie numbers increased during 2009 with
a number of participants moving on to the Auskick
Pro (formally Clubstart) competition. The Club
actively supported and participated in all rostered
Auskick Pro fixtures. | would like to thank our Auskick
Rookie Coordinator Sonja Croker and Coach Ben
Barrow as well as Auskick Pro Coordinator Andrew
Warden and Coaches Mark Pocock, Tim Xirakis
(U8's) and Rickie Dolliver (U9's) for their dedication
and untiring efforts during the 2009 season.

Aussie Footy (Under 10 and 11) numbers also
increased during 2009 and this is in no part due to the
exceptional efforts of coaches Steve Dean (U10’s)
and Steve Porter & Jason McCormack (U11's). They
provided a great atmosphere for the players to learn

and develop without losing sight of one of the most
important aspects of coaching; they ensured that all
players enjoyed the game and had fun.

In the Youth Division Football teams it was another
successful year in all age groups with an increase in
numbers in all age groups, the U12's making the
finals in their competition and all of the combined 16
sides being highly competitive with 2 of the 3 sides
making the finals in their respective divisions with the
16's division 1 side taking out the premiership for
2009. This success was achieved through a great
deal of effort on the part of the Committee, the
coaching staff and the Junior Development Officer.
From a Club viewpoint, the emphasis was on the
development of all players regardless of their relative
abilities with an aim of providing them with the
necessary skills and knowledge to progress through
youth Football and on into the senior ranks. Thanks to
the Youth Division coaches Tony Robb & Steve Smith
(U12's), Peter Sherman & Scott Reid (U14's) and
Peter Taylor, Mick Mcintyre & Manny Delhaize
(U16's) for their efforts and professionalism
throughout the 2008 season.

Representative honours were bestowed on a large
number of Magpies Juniors during the season,
congratulations to all those players on your
achievements at representative level in 2009.

;I'here are many people to thank for their efforts and
assistance during the course of the season.

To our sponsors, Magpies the Sports Club, Monaro
Screens, Greenlight Mortgage, Taylors Real Estate,
The Battery Terminal, Bartel Electrical, Prime Cut
Meats, Scotto’s Distribution, Bonza Bangers (Hawker
Butchery), Pro-Motive, and Domino's Pizza, a sincere
thank you. Your generous contributions have been
greatly appreciated. | must also acknowledge and
thank our sponsorship coordinator Terri Jamieson,
without your assistance we would not have achieved
the level of sponsorship have for the 2009 season.

Thanks to Garry Davidson and Mel Brothers from the
Senior Club, Brendan Reid, Ken Meredith and John
Harper from the senior coaching panel and to the
many senior players who attended training sessions
and junior games during the season; your input was
invaluable. Also again to Norm Sims for your efforts
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MAGPIES JUNIORS' REPORT (CONT ...)

in marking the ovals all season, thank you.

To all of our coaches, managers, parents and
supporters, thank you for your hard work, particularly
those who assisted with the behind the scenes tasks
for helping to make 2009 an enjoyable and successful
football season.

Finally to our hard working Committee, thank your for
your efforts in what sometimes seemed to be a never
ending season. Additionally, To the Executive
Members, | thank you for your dedication and
thorough professionalism in making it another
exceptional year for the club in 2009. This is greatly
appreciated.

Greg Cassimatis

President

Magpies Junior Football Club

MAGPIES

Magpies Junior Rep Players 2009 Combined U16 Side—Premiers!
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BELCONNEN CATS REPORT

Wow ! What a year !!!

The 2009 season will

long be remembered as

one of the most

successful years in the

history of the Club.

Although we pride
ourselves in performing
well in a number of areas such as player participation,
enjoyment and development; we can't escape the fact
that the success of football clubs are fundamentally
measured by on-field performance.

Congratulations to all involved in the on-field success
achieved by the Club this year. The Club was
extremely well represented on Grand Final day by
three courageous and polished football teams that
stood up for what this Club wants to be known for;
playing a team game where we move the ball forward
quickly; playing the game in the right spirit; and
playing with courage for your team mates.

To win premierships in the key age groups of Division
1 Under 16's and 14's is a great credit to the players
and coaches of the respective sides. In addition, the
performance of the Under 12‘s to win two finals and
win through to a Grand Final, and for the Division 2
Under 16's Teal side to have two impressive finals
performances including a great win was a wonderful
reflection on the development of the Club.

On-field success wasn't limited to these sides with
outstanding performances also being produced by all
age groups including the most courageous
performance | witnessed during the season by our
Division 2 Under 14 side which started an away game
against Goulburn with only 13 players and fought
back to win after being down by 25 points after less
than 10 minutes. Despite the wonderful premiership
victories there was no day during the season where |
was more proud to be the President of the Club.

Our focus on player development was further
enhanced by the addition of some excellent new
coaches and | hope the kids appreciate how lucky
they are to have such a wonderful group looking after
them. In particular the development work done by the
likes of Mick Mcintyre and Chris Nunn played a vital
role during the season and will benefit the Club in the
years ahead. When you see some of the ranting and

raving that occurs at other clubs and then compare
that to the positive environment our kids get to enjoy
their footy in it makes you realise we have developed
a culture to be proud of.

In that regard, we thank Daryl Read, Mel Brothers
and Nicole Thorne for the great work they have done
with our Auskickers and their parents. It was great to
see so many happy faces and new families becoming
involved with the Club.

All parents should take the opportunity to thank the
members of our Committee that put in so much effort
fo ensure the kids had a safe, positive and enjoyable
environment to participate in and develop their skills.
In particular, | would like to thank Nicole Thorne for
the countless hours she contributed to enable the
Club to be as successful as it was.

We should however note that many of the members
of the Committee have kids towards the end of their
junior careers and accordingly we need to introduce
new members to the Committee to maintain the
culture and environment for the kids and to ensure
the long term success of the Club. Please let us
know if you would like to become involved.

We again wish to thank the senior football club and
the Magpies Sports Club for their increasing support
which is having such a positive impact on the
development, performance and culture of the Club.

In particular we thank Mel Brothers for her
considerable support and wish her all the best for her
future endeavours. In addition to the broad range of
assistance provided by Mel she has done an
outstanding job introducing AFL programs to our local
schools which will lead to many new players to AFL
and the Club. Mel we will really miss you.

A great highlight of the season was to witness the
wonderful support we received on Grand Final day
from the senior club. Despite the fact that the 1st
Grade players won the premiership just a week
earlier, a large number of players came to Manuka to
support our boys. Thanks to Bubba Read and his
team whose support meant so much to the boys. Itis
this type of commitment that makes us a great footy
club!

Congratulations again to all involved with our merged
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BELCONNEN CATS REPORT (CONT ...)

Under 16 sides which have again been a great
success. We appreciate the support and friendship of
the Magpies Junior Committee and look forward to
working together for years to come.

It is with great pleasure that the Committee
announces the awarding of two Life Memberships this
season. These decisions are not made lightly and
reflect outstanding contributions to the Club over
extended periods. We thank Peter Taylor and Manny
Delhaize for their wonderful contributions over many
years.

Finally, | remind you all that none of this can be taken
for granted. The environment, the culture, and the on
field success will only reflect the ongoing efforts of
the parents and the players to maintain the levels of
excellence we have aimed for. Our main focus
should always be participation, enjoyment and
development. Notwithstanding this, we will never
face a tougher season than 2010. We will be the
hunted!

Thanks to all for their efforts. We hope you enjoyed
the year.

Cheers,

Glenn O’Sullivan
President
Belconnen Cats Junior Football Club

LI #Y
4
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U12 Cats—Finalists Under 14 Cats—Premiers
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MILESTONES—2009

250 Club Matches

Bernie Williams

150 Club Matches

Matthew Campbell — 150 Senior games
Martin Rice

100 Game Club (in a single
Grade)

Brock Weston - Seniors
Chris York - Seniors
Chris Calvert - Reserves
Mark Braybrook - Div 3
Michael Talevich - Div 3
Stuart Dunn - Div 4
Daniel Irvine - Div 4

Bernie Williams

100 Club Matches

Heath Axelby

James Bennett
Michael Coate
James Duncan
David Maloney

Chris Calvert

Brock Weston
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COACHES AND CAPTAINS conT.

Year
Coach 1993

Captain
1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2001

2002

Seniors

M Wingate

J Smith

J Harper

J Harper

J Harper

J Harper

J Harper

J Harper

J Harper

S Badenoch
§ Harrison

S Badenoch
S Harrison

D Read/

T O'Kane

S Harrison

B Aulich

D Denneman
D Denneman

D Denneman
D Denneman

D Denneman

D Denneman
S Mahar

D Denneman/
S Mahar

S Mahar
S Mahar

S Mahar
S Mahar

S Mahar
A Bennett

B. Read
A. Bennett

Reserves

L McPhan
P Bradley
M Housley

M Molony

M Housley

M Hassett

M Burgess

M Hassett

L McPhan

M Hassett

T Van Diemen
A Stubbs

R Dolliver

K O'Shaughnessy

R Dolliver
D Hooper

R Dolliver
D Hooper

D Hooper
R Hanily
D Hooper
T Mahar

D Hooper
J Williams

D Hooper
P Netting

M Home
P Netting
M Home
S Smith

B Read

A Smith/

A Whittard
K. Meredith
S. Power

Colts / U19s / U18s

Brian Read
J Williams
S Evans

Brendan Read
S Evans

D Brazel

S Evans

J Terron

P Rea

A Day

S Evans

K Collins/
Arathman/
B Burgess/
G Kay

S Evans

L Bennett/
B Langham

R Dolliver
R Dolliver

T Mahar/

P Netting
Rotated captaincy
T Mahar/

P Netting

S Power

L McPhan

J Gregory
B Langham
M Viney

J Harper

D Ohimus/
A Curtois

J. Harper

Monaro / Canb
Dist1/Div3

N Hickmott/
R Pocock

| Geary

| Geary
M Melintyre

| Geary
J Moore

L Taafe
L Taafe

J Williams
J Williams

J Williams
J Williams

R Dolliver

M Braybrook
C McDevitt
M Braybrook
C McDevitt

B Williams
B Williams

B Williams
P Netting

K. Collins
M. Braybrook

Canb Dist 2/
Div 4

A Endall
A Endall
S Riley

S Riley

S Riley

S Riley

T White
T White

P Pocock
M Pocock

G Cassimatis
P Bradley

G Cassimatis
B Ryan

J Pisciotta
K Hynes

J Pisciotta

J Hutchison
B Collins

B Williams
B Williams
S Dunn

O Terron

K Collins
A Knight/
S Dunn/

J. Foster
S. Dunn
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2009 SENIOR PLAYERS-GAMES PLAYED

TOTAL GAMES 2009 Age | First
PLAYER st | 2nd | U19/ | CD1 | CD2 | Total | 1st | 2nd | U18 | 3rd | 4th | 2009 | Year
1821 | 3rd | 4th

TALSMA, Blake a7 | 40 [ 17 75 | 19 22 | 2004
TAYLOR, Andrew 2 (] 33 14 3 21 | 2008
TERRON, Oswald 1 1 17 | 19 | 137 5 38 | 1987
TULARECINOS, Femando 7 [ 17 8 23 | 2008
TURNBULL, Ben 40 7 5 | 52 16 25 | 2007
TURNBULL, Ryan 65 | 15 | 7 87 | 20 21 | 2004
VALENTINE, Dylan 58 5 | 27 | % 8 5 22 | 2006
VINEY, Matthew 5 | 16 | 30 61 | 15 | 4 20 | 2006
WALKER, Jeremy 1 a7 | 8 17 | a7 | 2007
WESTON, Brock 122 | 20 142 | 20 30 | 2002
WHAITE, Damien 2 2 2 2009
WHITFORD, Joss 25 25 21 18 | 2008
WHITTARD, Anthony 2 BV % [ 5 | 12 23 | 2004
WILLIAMS, Bemie 48 | 24 | 159 | 23 | 254 1 1 33 | 1994
WOJTASZAC, Michael 1 12 | 29 | @ 3 12 | 30 [ 2007
YORK, Chris 1 | 21 | 7 129 | 20 22 | 2003
YOUNG, Michael 19 19 19 2009
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Club Legend Steve Mahar is chaired from the ground, premiership
medal around his neck, after his 247th and last 1st grade game.




